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READING: This week, students will be reading A Symphony of Whales
by Steve Schuch.  This story is from our school’s reading anthology.
We will start by learning some related vocabulary.  Next, students will
read the story to themselves, aloud with a partner, and finally will
listen to it and discuss it.  Students will also work on a related writing
assignment this week.  They’ll write a play based on one of their
favorite parts of the story.

******



READING, WRITING, LISTENING, and a little SOCIAL STUDIES:
Our January read-aloud is The Year of the Dog by Grace Lin.  This is our
writing mentor text.  It’s a memoir.  Third graders are working on
chapter 2 of their memoirs this month.  Most students have written their
rough dra� of this chapter.  Next, they’ll look at the rubric with a peer
and work to improve their work.  Finally, we will conference together,
score, and print the writing. Students will work to establish a situation
and introduce a narrator and/or characters, organize an event sequence
that unfolds naturally, use dialogue and descriptions of actions,
thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the
response of characters to situations, use temporal words and phrases to
signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.  Students will be doing
this with less support than they had for chapter 1. We are also learning
about Chinese culture, as Grace is a Chinese American.

****************************
MATH:  This week we will continue to work on division as we begin
chapter 7� Division Facts and Strategies.   Students are working to
read, understand, and solve more complicated division problems
more independently.  Our math focus this week is dividing by 2,
dividing by 10, and dividing by 5.

****************************



SCIENCE:  Our science unit on plant and animal adaptations is in full
swing!  Students learned about how flowers open, and did a related
Mystery Science activity last week. This week we will do the following
Mystery Science investigations: Why are some apples red and some are
green? and How can you tell if a plant is poisonous?

*************
HOMEWORK:   This week’s homework packet includes spelling words
to study,  independent reading to be logged, and math practice
papers. The spelling test will be on Friday (1/14/22).  The reading log
and the math practice sheets should be returned on Friday (1/14/22).

************

Inspirational Quote:
Mistakes are proof that you are trying!

*******
Thanks so much for reading this week’s newsletter!  I wish you a
healthy and happy week!

Sincerely,
Meg Bakken


