
THIRD GRADE NEWSLETTER
August 30, 2021

Special Schedule: Here is the third grade special schedule this year:

Monday: Library, Technology, and Gym

Tuesday: Library & Technology

Wednesday: Art and Music

Thursday: Gym and Music

Friday: Art and Health

Please be sure your student is prepared for these activities (proper clothing and
shoes, library books, etc.).



Weather: Itʼs very warm!  Students are welcome to bring water bottles daily.
Each student was given a water bottle on the first day of school.  Once these
bottles are  washed at home, they may be used here too if you wish. The weather
will soon change and we are  going  outside for a long recess each day.  The
temperature in the classroom also fluctuates, so layers are a great idea!   Thanks
so much!

Reading and Science: We are continuing to read Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown.  In
this book, Flat Stanley becomes a kite!   Third Graders will carefully read
instructions on how to make two versions of a kite.  Then they will construct,
test, collaborate on, and improve these kites, in a scientific fashion.



Growth Mindset: Last week we learned about Growth Mindset.   Students heard
some good ways to speak to themselves to promote problem solving,
endurance, perseverance, and grit.  We learned that using an eraser is a good
thing!  We learn when we make mistakes.  We made a fun cra� showing the brain
getting stronger and being trained.  We will continue to learn about Growth
Mindset and will practice it regularly each day.

Writing:
This week students will learn a method to “bump up” sentences.  We will be
taking “boring” sentences and insert adjectives and adverbs to make the
sentences more meaningful.

Students will also listen to Hailstones and Halibut Bones by Mary O’Neill.
After listening to many color poems and writing one as a class, each



student will choose a color and write his or her own poem.  These poems
will be published through technology,  illustrated, and shared.

MATH: Third Graders are focusing on the concept of multiplication this week.
Weʼll introduce it,  brainstorm things that come in groups of 2, 3, 4, etc.,  solve
some problems, and write some problems. We will also learn a multiplication
game to help us practice.

Homework & Spelling: This week students will be working on their first spelling
list of the year.  The focus of this list is words with short vowels (these words
have Vowel, Consonant, Consonant, Vowel in them = VCCV).   There is a list of
regular words for students to study.  There are also optional bonus words.  These



words are optional and consist of words in the spelling focus (this week short
vowel VCCV words) and also reading vocabulary words.   We will have lessons
and work on related practice pages at school.  These pages include word sort,
rhyming, classifying, and proofreading.  Students will be responsible for working
on practicing their spelling words at home also.  This is your only homework this
week.  The test is scheduled for Friday, September 3, 2021.  The list of words was
sent home with your child last week, and can also be found on our schoolʼs
website.

**************

Book Order: A book order is being sent home today. Order if you wish!  You may
send in your order form with a check or you may order online.  Our class
Scholastic book order code is 1K0DV (one kay zero dee vee). The deadline for
ordering is Friday, September 17, 2021.

*******

Thatʼs enough for now.  Please email questions, comments, and concerns to
mbakken@scotlandes.org.

Thanks so much for reading our newsletter!

Sincerely,

Meg Bakken

mailto:mbakken@scotlandes.org

