
Here is your first newsletter of the year!  Please comment if you received this and if this
is the email address you like!  Thanks!

THIRD GRADE NEWSLETTER August 25, 2021

Welcome to THIRD GRADE!  My name is Meg Bakken and I will be your
childʼs teacher this year.  Youʼll get this newsletter weekly.  It will keep you

up to date!

******************

GROWTH MINDSET: This week, third graders will begin learning and
practicing Growth Mindset.  Here is a quick overview:

You can help your child be even more successful at home using some
of these positive statements!



TEAM BUILDING: We will do some team building each day! A class that
works well together will create a more successful learning
environment.

WHOLE GROUP READING:      We will begin the year reading Flat
Stanley by Jeff Brown.  We will read this book aloud together and
learn and practice applying different comprehension strategies.
Students will discuss the story and respond in writing.  We will focus
on identifying character traits, finding text evidence, and on retelling.
In this story, Stanley becomes a flat version of himself and goes on
adventures.  Students will be creating flat versions of themselves and
using them to inspire writing, research, and experiments.

*********************

SMALL GROUP LEVELED & SUPPORTED READING:  Third graders will also
work in a small leveled group on reading.  Students will begin by working on
decoding, fluency, comprehension, and responding to questions in writing.
We will focus on the same skills that we focus on in our whole group reading
book.  Next we will discuss what was read and then students will respond in
writing.  Here are the first books students will be working on:



*********

INDEPENDENT READING:  Students are also encouraged to always have a
book to read. If you have a book at home thatʼs not too easy or too hard, and
that is interesting to your student, youʼre welcome to send it to school if you
wish!  Otherwise, I am happy to lend one from our class library.   Your child
should take the book to and from school, reading a little each day.  When the
book is finished I will ask your child to respond using the comprehension
strategies that we have worked on so far.

**************
WRITING: Our first writing of the year is a getting to know you
activity.  Students will write some of their favorites: favorite place,
favorite clothes, favorite activity, etc.  When the writing is done,
students will illustrate and label (an important nonfiction text feature)



to create a small mural all about themselves.  They’ll share this work
aloud with the class.

************

MATH:  Third Graders will be focusing on problem solving strategies in math
this week.  We will learn/review some strategies and then try solving a few
math problems.

**************

Well, thatʼs enough for now.  Remember to send me a comment if you
have received this email.  Again, my email is mbakken@scotlandes.org.

Thanks so much for reading our first newsletter!
Sincerely,

Meg Bakken

mailto:mbakken@scotlandes.org

