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 SCHOOL IS “SNOW” MUCH FUN: STUDENTS ENJOY PLAYING IN SNOW AT OUTDOOR TIME   

Dear families: We have finished our 

first full week of December…can you 

believe it?  Not to mention a beautiful 

snowfall!  You should have received 

report cards in your child’s folder this 

week.  I am so glad to share their 

amazing growth with you!   

 

Reading:  Children read stories about 

celebrations and gingerbread over the 

week.  Some of the books we read were 

The Gingerbread Girl, The Gingerbread 

Boy, and The Gingerbread Pirates.  

Students built their skills in the areas 

of identifying characters, identifying 

setting, initial and ending sounds, 

predicting, vocabulary, and segmenting 

words into sounds.  We have busily been 

studying letters and only have 2 more 

left to study in the alphabet before we 

move onto other sounds (like blends, 

digraphs, and an in-depth study of 

vowels).  Students studied sight words 

“said” and “here”, as well as, reviewing 

color words.  When we study sight 

words, we work towards examining the 

word at least sixty times, for repeated 

exposure and fluency.  This is practiced 

through reading them in passages, 

coloring the word, tracing, writing, 

building, and highlighting.  In reading 

rotations, we explored literacy 

concepts through many games and 

activities.  Friends made letter books, 

practiced letter formation in journals, 

assembled sentences, explored 

alphabetical order, sorted by initial and 

ending sounds, and more.  One activity 

was to build sentences about holiday 

lights.  We had to think about reading 

left to right, starting with a capital 

letter, and punctuation, as well as, 

considering comprehension.  Does this 

sentence make sense?  During reading 

groups, we read Colorful Lights. This 

book included sight words, while also 

allowing us to practice matching an 

illustration with text.   

 

Writing:  We have been using 

gingerbread stories to inspire our 

writing!  We are creating our own 

retellings of gingerbread stories.  We, 

first, started by creating a graphic 

organizer.  Students decided on a 

character, setting, and events!  Next, 

we created a page each day.  Ask your 

child what happened to their 

gingerbread character!  Our stories 

were definitely one of a kind!  We 

worked to include words like “first”, 

“next”, and “last”.  Wonderful writing! 

 

Rectangle Size Sequencing  
Logan and Colton are making trees by sequencing 

green rectangles by length!  We add white snow! 

 

Potato Latkes 

Oliver, Cyra, and Paulie are adding ingredients to 

the blender.  We are making latkes with our 

friends! 
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Mathematics:  Students have quickly finished their number comparison unit.  Now, we 

have moved onto our geometry unit!  Children studied flat and solid shapes.  We 

discussed sides, vertices, and faces.  You can ask your child about these amazing 

math vocabulary words and they can share what they learned.  We also compared 

what the differences and similarities between flat and solid shapes.  We related this 

to our own lives by thinking of objects that are spheres, cylinders, cubes, cones, and 

pyramids.  We identified 2-D (or flat) and 3-D (or solid) shapes.  We used T-charts in 

our interactive math notebooks to compare and contrast.  Friends examined shapes 

and sorted them based on their attributes.  We also discussed the orientation, size, 

and color of shapes.  Can we still identify them 

if they look different?  We made shapes from 

playdough, popsicle sticks, and paper.   

 

Social Studies & Science:  In science, we 

followed a recipe to make latkes.  Some people 

have latkes to celebrate holidays!  What do you 

have to celebrate holidays at your house?  

Students also examined the term, courage.  We 

read a story about courage and discussed the 

characters and how they felt.  How did they 

show courage?  Lastly, we discussed mindfulness.  

Children reflected on feelings, both theirs and 

others.  We practiced relaxation techniques, like 

belly breathing! 
 

Creative Expression:  Friends have created 

several art projects over the week, 

incorporating our geometry learning.  One day, 

we sorted rectangles by length.  We sequenced them 

to create a snowy tree.  These are hanging in the 

hallway for friends to enjoy!  Another day, students 

used their knowledge of shapes for a directed 

drawing of a reindeer.  After, we colored them with 

watercolors.  Another art activity was making prints 

with solid shapes.  What prints did the solid shapes 

make?  Was it different than you expected? 

 

Love,  

Mrs. Allaire 

 

 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23: Half Day 

 DECEMBER 24 – JANUARY 2: Winter Recess – No School 

 MONDAY, JANUARY 17: No School 
 

 

Upcoming Events & Important Notes 

Families,  please don’t hesitate to contact me 

with any questions, concerns, or ideas!  Email me 

at jallaire@scotlandes.org. 


