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READING, WRITING, and SOCIAL STUDIES:      This week students
will begin reading Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls
Wilder, a Common Core Text Exemplar.  With some support students
will read this grade level material (to themselves and/or with a
partner), and answer comprehension questions (orally and in writing).
This week we will be working on chapters one and two.  We will
identify characters and their traits using text evidence, and we will
also focus on the setting.    The Social Studies connection is history.
We will be learning about life in the 1830s.  We will compare life in the
1800s to our lives.  We will also use this book as a mentor text for our
writing.   The whole book is a memoir, this supports our narrative
writing.  There are many examples of “how to”  writing in this book
also.  The first chapter explains how Laura’s family smoked meat in
the 1800s.



READING, WRITING, and SOCIAL STUDIES:    This week, each student
will be choosing one country to study.  They will begin their report by
researching and taking notes on the following areas: geography,
culture, and personal connection.  Sources include family,
countryreports.org, and books from our school’s library. The final
report will include at least one paragraph for each section (geography,
culture, and personal connection), a colored world map with their
country highlighted, and a colored flag of their country.  You’re
welcome to send in photos of photos or photos of documents or
letters related to your family's immigration if you wish.  Please do not
send any original or precious items.  If you email pictures to me I’ll
copy them and your child will be able to include them in this report.



**************
MATH:  This week we will continue to strengthen our knowledge and
skills with division.  We will work independently and in small groups
to solve problems using manipulatives, paper and pencil, and mental

math.
**************

READ ALOUD:  This week we will continue reading Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.  This story is filled with life lessons
for children, similar to the stories with lessons that many cultures
use.



HOMEWORK:   This week’s homework packet includes spelling words
to study,  independent reading to be logged, and math practice
papers. The spelling test will be on Friday (12/3/21).  The reading log
and the math practice sheets should be returned on Friday (12/3/21).
The December OPTIONAL CHOICE HOMEWORK should be turned in
with any completed work on Friday, December 17, 2021.

************
Weather/Temperature Fluctuation:  Just a reminder - temperatures
(inside and outside the building) are getting much colder.  Your
child(ren) may wish to wear layers for maximum comfort.  We have at
least one thirty minute outside recess daily and many outside mask
breaks daily (unless it is very cold or raining a lot).  When it is snowy
we will still go out so please send your child with dry boots, snow
pants, gloves, a hat or hood, and a warm coat daily.

*******



Inspirational Quote:
“Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out.”

- Robert Collier

Thanks so much for reading this newsletter.  I wish you a joyful week

filled with learning.

Sincerely,

Meg Bakken


