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SOCIAL STUDIES: Third grade students are creating a calendar
representing the 13 moons of the year. Students are connecting the
significance of turtles and timekeepers in the Mohegan Tribe. They
read about the cultural connection between the thirteen moons and
the seasons of our year in the book Thirteen Moons on a Turtle’s Back
by Joseph Bruchac. They are creatively drawing a design for each of
the moons within the thirteen spaces of the turtle shell.



READING:  Students will be working on Pushing Up the Sky by Joseph
Bruchac this week.  This is a play from our school’s reading anthology.
It is a Native American play, from the Snohomish people in the
Northwest.  The lesson of the tale is that people should cooperate.  We
will begin by learning some related vocabulary, next we’ll read the
play, and then will practice reading it aloud together, with gusto.

************

MATH:  This week we will continue working on division.  We will
learn and then practice the concept using manipulatives and by
drawing pictures. We will work to solve word problems also.

************

Social Studies and Reading:

Last Week, Mrs. Lowney helped students research, take notes, and
organize paragraphs about the shelter that the Wampanoags lived in
and about what they ate.  Students took this information and wrote
two focused paragraphs using this information.  They are becoming
more fluent writers!



Last week, students completed one last project for Guests by Michael
Dorris. They created a tri-o-rama showing the setting of the book,
and then created one character, the porcupine lady, out of a pine
cone.  They’ll bring this home this week.

***************

READING and WRITING:  This week we will continue reading and
responding to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.  This
story is filled with life lessons for children, similar to the stories with
lessons that many cultures use.



HOMEWORK:   (No spelling, no reading log, no math, but we have a
small project for you to work on with your family).

When we return from Thanksgiving Break, students will begin to
research for their Country Reports.  This week’s homework is to help
them prepare to start this report. This homework packet has been
sent home.  Please help your third grader by talking about this with
him or her, and giving them the information or the inspiration to
complete this assignment.  You’re welcome to actually write for them
too, this will assure that the spellings are correct.  Your student has
two choices:

Choice #1�
Find out what country (or countries) your ancestors are from.  Choose
ONE COUNTRY to focus on. Answer as many of these questions as you
can.  Research with family members if you are able. You will study this
country in school.

Choice #2�
Pick a country that you would like to study and tell why.  Then tell what
you think you already know about that country (NO RESEARCH).

************
Weather/Temperature Fluctuation:  Just a reminder - temperatures
(inside and outside the building) are fluctuating each day.  Your
child(ren) may wish to wear layers for maximum comfort. :)

*******
Quote:

Strive to find things to be thankful for, and just look for the good in
who you are. --Bethany Hamilton

*************



Thanks so much for reading this newsletter.  I wish you a warm and

happy Thanksgiving with your wonderful children!

Sincerely,

Meg Bakken


