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Whole Group Reading:   We are beginning to read Charlotte’s Web by
E. B. White.  This charming book is a Common Core Text Exemplar.
Students will read and respond daily.  Some of our focus areas are
character descriptions, using the text to back up answers, how
characters change, and problem/solution.

****************
Mystery Science:  Third Graders are learning all about force and
motion with their new science program, Mystery Science.   The
fourth activity we will try is also focused on forces. In this lesson,
students will explore the surprising properties of magnets and
experiment with an invisible force that acts at a distance. In the



activity, Magnet Discovery, students use ring magnets and common
objects to discover the push and pull of magnets and how magnets
attract certain types of metals.

************

Math:  Students are now working on estimating and on subtraction.
They’re using place value to subtract and working on lining up
numbers vertically before adding or subtracting.  We are playing a
few games to support understanding 3-digit addition, understanding
3-digit subtraction, and understanding place value.   We are also
practicing our addition and subtraction math fluency on Reflex.

************

Writing: We are continuing to work on our memoir unit.  Students
have chosen the topic for their first chapter. They’re revising and
editing their work while peer conferencing, and are using a writing
rubric to improve/enhance their piece. Some of the areas of writing
focus for this assignment are using dialogue, including a character
description, writing about a character’s feelings and thoughts, and
describing the setting using more than one sense.  Our mentor text
for writing this week is Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White.



************
Homework:    This week’s homework packet includes spelling words
to study,  independent reading to be logged, and a two sided math
practice paper. I encourage you to take time to support your
student(s) in completing this math sheet.  It is not a test.  Some
students may need the word problems read aloud to them. The
spelling test will be on Thursday (10/7/21).  The reading log and the
math practice sheet should be returned on Thursday (10/7/21). The
October OPTIONAL CHOICE HOMEWORK was also sent home today.
This should be turned in with any completed work on Friday, October
29, 2021.

*******
Weather/Temperature Fluctuation:  Just a reminder - temperatures
(inside and outside the building) are fluctuating each day.  Your
child(ren) may wish to wear layers for maximum comfort. :)

*******
Inspirational Quote:

"We should not judge people by their peak of excellence; but by the
distance they have traveled from the point where they started."

- Henry Ward Beecher

Thanks so much for reading this newsletter.  I wish you all a
rewarding week filled with learning and joy.

Sincerely,

Meg Bakken


