
January 24, 2021 

To the Parents/Guardians of students attending Scotland Elementary School: 

In this, my third newsletter of the 2020-2021 academic year, I will be 

focusing on the area of English Language Arts (ELA). In order to appreciate the 

breadth and depth of the ELA common core standards, I think it is appropriate to 

begin with a definition of the concept of literacy. The American Heritage College 

Dictionary, Third Edition, 1997 defines literacy as “the ability to read and write.” 

The National Governors Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers, 

in directing the development of the English Language Arts standards, 

communicated that fostering the ability to simply read and write is not rigorous 

enough for preparing students to compete and succeed in the twenty-first 

century. Therefore, the ELA common core standards were designed to prepare all 

students for success in college, career, and life by the time they graduate from 

high school. The standards establish guidelines for ELA as well as for literacy in 

history/social studies, science, and technical subjects. Because people competing 

in the twenty-first century and beyond must be able to read, write, speak, listen, 

and use language effectively in a variety of content areas, the ELA standards 

promote the literacy skills and concepts required for college and career readiness 

in multiple disciplines. 

The ELA standards are organized from the general domains to the specific 

college and career ready (CCR) anchor standards. Each domain is organized into 

various clusters, and each cluster is organized into the CCR or anchor standards. In 

kindergarten to grade 5 there are six domains: reading literature, reading 

informational text, reading: foundational skills, writing, speaking/listening and 

language standards. In grade six there are five domains: reading literature, 

reading informational text, writing, speaking/listening, and language standards.  

 The ELA standards include critical-thinking skills and the ability to closely 

and attentively read texts in a way that will help students understand and enjoy 

complex works of literature and to interpret complex informational text. The ELA 

standards are designed to foster the use of convincing reasoning and evidence 

collecting skills. 

I offer one example here of the progression from kindergarten to grade 6: 

Under the domain Reading for Information Cluster 1: Key Ideas and Details, the 



CCR anchor Standard for Reading 1 is the same in each grade: “Read closely to 

determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 

specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn 

from the text.” Please note that as students progress through the grades, they 

should acquire greater proficiency in Reading for Information. 

Kindergarten: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions             

about key details in a text. 

Grade 1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

Grade 2: Ask and answer questions such as who, what, where, when, why, 

and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

Grade 3: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

Grade 4: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the 

text says explicitly and when drawing references from the text. 

 

Grade 5: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

 

Grade 6: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

 A final component of each domain is the range, quality and complexity of 

texts used to accomplish the skills in each domain. 

 

I have included below tables indicating linear progress for students on the 

SBAC ELA assessment, presently in grade 7 at Parish Hill Middle High School 

(PHMHS) and grades 6 and 5 at SES. Please keep in mind the CSDE did not 

administer the SBAC assessment in the 2019-2020 school year.  

 

 

 



English Language Arts SBAC Scores 

Present Grade 7 students 

Year Grade # of 
students 

% at 3 or 
above* 

% + or – 
from the 
previous 
year 

2016-17 3 16 31  

2017-18 4 16 44 +13 
2018-19 5 14 64 +20 

Present Grade 6 students 

Year Grade # of 
students 

% at 3 or 
above* 

% + or – 
from the 
previous 
year 

2017-18 3 11 82  

2018-19 4 12 50 -32 

Present Grade 5 students 

Year Grade # of 
students 

% at 3 or 
above* 

% + or – 
from the 
previous 
year 

2018-19 3 12 75 NA 

*A level 3 or proficient designation indicates that a student has met the 

achievement standards. 

In the February newsletter, I will focus on the science curriculum. Once again, I 

encourage all parents and guardians to email me at fbaran@scotlandes.org with 

your comments and questions related to each newsletter and additional topics 

that future newsletters may address. 
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