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 DR. SEUSS WEEK VISITORS:  STUDENTS FROM PARISH HILL READ US A BOOK!   

Dear families: Our dinosaur study 

ended last week with our “Big Dig” 

event and Alphabet Showcase.  We 

have begun a new study of digraphs and 

will continue on with a weather theme 

across our curriculum.  Thank you to all 

of the families who came in to 

conference with me.  I always enjoy 

talking with you all and sharing about 

your children! 

 

Reading:  Students are diving into 

digraphs.  A digraph is a combination of 

two letters combined that make one 

sound.  So far, we have examined /ch/ 

and /sh/.  Ask your child about the 

sounds and motions we practice for 

those digraphs.  In our literacy 

centers, we matched pictures to 

digraph words.  We, also, colored, 

matched, sorted, and read fluency 

sentences with /ch/ and /sh/.  In 

reading groups, last week, children had 

been exploring books from the series 

Little Dinosaur.  In these leveled 

readers, we explored story elements 

and comprehension by answering 

questions orally and then recording our 

answers with pictures and words.  We 

thought about character, setting, and 

problems.  This week, children read 

Georgie Giraffe, The Detective and 

Looking for Dinner.  Students answered 

“above the text” comprehension 

questions.  This means that something 

may have not been written in the story, 

but was implied or shown in the 

pictures.  Whole group read-alouds 

included Bartholomew and the Oobleck, 

Cat in the Hat, Oh, the Things You Can 

Do that are Good for You!, and One 

Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish.  As 

we read, students examined Dr. Seuss’ 

silly rhymes.  We can identify rhyming 

words and produce them.   

 

Writing:  Children have begun a unit on 

persuasive and opinion writing.  First, 

we read the mentor text, Mom, Could I 

have a Stegosaurus Please?, Then, we 

created graphic organizers to state our 

opinions on the perfect dinosaur, 

including its color, size, likes, and what 

it eats.  After, we created a dinosaur 

book with all of our opinions!  This 

week, we explored spring books.  We 

created graphic organizers to show our 

reasons for loving spring.  Ask your 

child what they love about spring!  As a 

class, we discussed the reasons to love 

springtime: weather, outside time, 

flowers grow, and no coats! 

Oobleck Exploration 
Emily, Anais, and Meribelle are examining the 

strange and wacky properties of oobleck!  This 

material, made of cornstarch and water, goes 

from solid to liquid states!     

 

Rhyming Word Search 

Rowen and Zachary are in the computer lab.  We 

are searching for rhyming words and circling 

them using a tool on the computer.  
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Mathematics: Students have started our longest unit of the year, 

“Addition and Subtraction”.  To kick off the study, students first 

practiced subitizing and grouping.  As a whole group, students were 

introduced to grouping with manipulatives.  We used colored animal 

counters to make groups, sorting by one attribute.  Grouping objects 

helps us in early addition.  This allows us to subitize (recognize an 

amount of objects by sights) and count using one to one 

correspondence, if needed.  Following that activity, students 

examined a park scene.  We colored groups of objects on a page.  

Each friend had an opportunity to share a group of objects they 

found and how many were in that set.  Students, also, created their 

own groups of objects and reviewed how to write numerals!   

 

Social Studies and Science:  

Our scientists have been 

busy.  Last Friday, we had 

our “Big Dig” event.  

Students opened up fizzy 

dinosaur eggs (made of baking soda).  We dropped vinegar onto the eggs to uncover our 

baby dinosaurs.  Students, also, dug in the sand to find fossils.  In another center, we used 

a toothpick as a paleontologist tool.  Students had the objective of excavating chocolate 

chips from their cookies.  This week, students read Bartholomew and the Oobleck and 

examined our very own batch of oobleck (made from cornstarch, food coloring, and water).  

The weird and wacky material can be squished into a solid form, but when left without 

pressure, the materials liquefies and drips!  Lastly, we studied teeth.  Students began a 

study (across a period of days and to be continued) where we watch the effects 

of soda on a white egg.  What will happen?  We charted our predictions and will 

check in on our eggs throughout the next week!   

 

Creative Expression:  Our artists created Dr. Seuss themed artwork this week, 

after reading One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish.  We used red and blue 

paints to create masterpieces!  Ask your child about their artwork and what they 

created! 

Love,  

Mrs. Allaire 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS & IMPORTANT NOTES 

 

• FRIDAY, MARCH 6: No School – Professional Day 

• FRIDAY, MARCH 13: Movie Night (details to follow) 

• TUESDAY, MARCH 17:  Spirit Day – Wear Green! 

• EVERY THURSDAY: Ice Cream Day ($1.00 for an ice 

cream/popsicle) 

Families,  please don’t hesitate to contact me 

with any questions, concerns, or ideas!  Email me 

at jallaire@scotlandes.org. 


