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 GRAB THAT CAB: STUDENTS MATCH TAXICAB PUZZLES TO EXAMINE SHORT /A/   

Dear families: I wish you a wonderful 

long weekend!  We had a great week in 

kindergarten, researching arctic 

creatures and examining teen numbers.  

Mid-year assessments have been 

completed, as well! 

 

Reading:  Student continued the read-

aloud theme of “Ice and Snow”.  The 

stories included White Snow, Bright 

Snow, Snow Family, and Missing 

Mittens.  Students examined problems 

and solutions in whole group lessons.  

When reading Snow Family, children 

discussed what the snow boys and snow 

girls were doing and why it created a 

problem…they woke a bear!   Then, we 

discussed the solution, the young boy in 

the story built them a snow family so 

they could have adults to protect them 

and help them.  In differentiated 

reading groups, students read We Like 

Hats and Gabby Visits Buster.  We 

focused on the story elements, by 

examining problems and solutions.  

Students recorded the problems and 

solutions in their journals.  

Kindergarteners also visited literacy 

rotations where we focused on sight 

words, tracking, and the short vowel 

sound of /a/.  Children stamped, 

traced, and built sentences with “said”.  

We, also, sang the “Said Song” with our 

class!  Children used dry-erase 

sentences to practice tracking words 

with 1:1 correspondence or a sliding 

motion as we read.  We cut apart 

sentences and re-built them to read 

them as additional tracking practice.  

As we focused on the short /a/ sound, 

we examined it, not as a beginning 

sound, but as a medial sound (in the 

middle of a word).  Kindergarteners 

played Grab that Cab, where we 

matched two halves of cab (one labeled 

with words and one with a picture).  

We, also, played Tap that Cap, where 

students had CVC words on puzzle 

pieces and had to decode and re-encode 

words with short /a/.   

 

Writing:  The researchers of 

kindergarten are on an arctic 

exploration.  Each child selected their 

own polar animal and began researching 

on an online kid-friendly database, 

PebbleGo.  We completed graphic 

organizers to record habitat, body, and 

food for our animals.  Students began 

crafting their research pieces at the 

end of the week.  We will continue our 

reports next week!    

How Do Artic Animals Keep 

Warm? 
Rowen, Leland, and Emily are exploring a bucket 

of ice water.  We reach our hand in with and 

without a glove of Crisco (to mimic animal 

fat/blubber) and compare. 

Short /a/ Middle Sounds 

Anais and Vivian engage in short /a/ games during 

literacy time.  We decode the words and write 

them down below their picture! 
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Mathematics: Kindergarteners continued studying “Operations in Base 

Ten” and “Teen Numbers”.  This week, we explored numbers 16 through 

20, and reviewed 11 through 15.  Each day, we wrote the number of 

focus on the board, created a T-chart of tens and ones, built the teen 

number with base ten blocks, made visual representations of the 

number, and wrote equations with +10.  We filled in missing numbers in 

equations as group.  Another math activity that we engaged in was 

journaling.  Children matched pictures of base-ten blocks to their 

corresponding teen number.  We also built our teen numbers with base-

ten blocks.  Then, friends created journal entries with equations.  Our 

focus statement was, “I can compose and decompose numbers into tens 

and ones.” 

 

Social Studies and Science:  

Students explored arctic 

animals all week!  Ask your child 

which winter weather animal 

they chose and to tell you some 

facts.  Children visited the 

computer lab to conduct 

research.  We, also, thought 

about what keeps animals warm 

in the winter weather.  Students shared ideas, like they have soft fur or they hide in warm 

den.  Later, we discussed that animals can have a layer of fat that protects them 

and keeps them warm.  We tested this out by using glove filled with Crisco and 

dipping it into ice water.  We couldn’t feel the cold water with the glove on!  Very 

interesting! 

 

Creative Expression:  We are artists in kindergarten!  Students enjoyed creating 

pictures with puffy paint that looked just like snow.  We, also, rolled our play 

snowballs in paint and examined the tracks that it made.  In art class, students 

created snowflakes with glitter, paint, and popsicle sticks.  See these hanging in our 

classroom! 

  

Love,  

Mrs. Allaire 

 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS & IMPORTANT NOTES 

 

 MONDAY, JANUARY 20: Martin Luther King Jr. Day – NO SCHOOL 

 FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7: 100 Day (Keep your eyes peeled for a 100 Day 

Letter on Monday!) 

 FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14: Valentine’s Day Party and ABC Celebration 

 EVERY THURSDAY: Ice Cream Day ($1.00 for an ice cream/popsicle) 

Families,  please don’t hesitate to contact me 

with any questions, concerns, or ideas!  Email me 

at jallaire@scotlandes.org. 


