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 WHAT’S INSIDE OF A PUMPKIN?:  WE REACH INSIDE OF OUR PUMPKIN & INVESTIGATE   

Dear families: Happy Friday!  This 

week, we studied all things pumpkin.  

Children enjoyed our 50s Family 

Luncheon.  Thanks to the families who 

could come and join in on the fun! 

 

Reading:  During the week, some of our 

favorite books we read were Big 

Pumpkin, A Day at the Pumpkin Patch, 

Five Ugly Monsters, Pumpkin Jack, and 

Pumpkins.   One of our focus concepts 

for read-alouds at whole group was to 

determine what type of a text we were 

reading, fiction or nonfiction.  We 

compared Big Pumpkin and A Day at the 

Pumpkin Patch.  Big Pumpkin is a fiction 

story, as many of the elements were 

not real.  For example, there were 

ghosts and witches in the story…that is 

so silly!  A Day at the Pumpkin Patch is 

a nonfiction book because it told us 

information.  We found out that 

pumpkins grow on vines, there are 

different types of pumpkins, and 

pumpkins are actually considered a 

fruit!  Children helped to create a Venn 

diagram to compare and contrast the 

two books.  We noticed that both books 

were about pumpkins!  In reading 

groups, students read Our Pets.  This 

repetitive text had a tricky last page 

with our new sight word.  Sometimes 

the author will change a phrase, so good 

readers always look at the words 

carefully as they read!  In literacy 

rotations, children added to their 

literacy logs with syllable word work.  

In fact, another language arts focus 

was examining syllables in words.  We 

clapped October-themed words as a 

group and tapped our chins, too. We 

charted and sorted 1, 2, 3, and 4 

syllable words into columns.  Our new 

sight word is “love”.  Word work 

included stamping, tracing, and reading.  

At the independent tables, we sorted 

uppercase and lowercase letters and 

matched pumpkin halves with pictures 

that rhymed to review concepts. 

 

Writing:  Our writers have been busy 

finishing up their first exploration in 

narrative writing.  We are working hard 

at the editing process.  Friends are 

working on using mostly lowercase 

letters in their writing and only using 

capital letters in the beginning or for 

names.  We even played a game to sort 

pumpkin lowercase letters and pumpkin 

uppercase letters on labeled vines.  As 

November approaches, we will begin 

information writing!   

Measure that Pumpkin! 
Children are measuring colored pumpkins in their 

math group.  We can compare the sizes of the 

different pumpkins! 

 

Uppercase or Lowercase? 

Friends help to sort uppercase and lowercase 

pumpkin letters to the appropriate vines (labeled 

uppercase or lowercase). 
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Mathematics: Our friends have been expanding their understanding of counting and 

cardinality by exploring larger numbers, sorting, and sequencing!  In our interactive 

math journals, students focused on the “I can” statement of, “I can count on from a 

number.”  This included cutting out various numerals and then writing the two 

consecutive numbers.  In our Math Expressions program, we call this counting order.  If 

you notice numbers at home that are in “counting order”, point them out to your child 

and extend!  What number comes next?  Our math games matched the theme of 

October…with pumpkins!  Children explored number identification with the crow memory 

game.  Each crow had a numeral printed on its beak.   We would flip cards over and look 

for the match.  This game helps us with our memory and recall, but also helps us learn 

valuable skills like turn-taking and help our peers, all the while practicing math concepts.  

We, also, introduced some early measurement concepts, by measuring colored paper 

pumpkins with unifix cubs.  We compared different heights.  Height means how tall 

something is!  Students even made predictions on a 

pumpkin’s circumference by cutting yarn pieces.  

After we cut our pumpkin predictions, we wrapped the yarn 

around the pumpkin to compare!  Measuring with nonstandard 

tools is a great way of exploring this concept early and building 

an understanding! 

 

Social Studies:  This week is Red Ribbon Week.  Students 

enjoyed a special puppet show from Mrs. P and Ms. Hebert.  We 

will remember that we say “no” to drugs and always listen to a 

trusted adult about medicine, like a nurse or our adult family 

members.    
 

Science:  Scientists in kindergarten explored pumpkins this week.  We read a Let’s Find 

Out magazine article all about pumpkins (this came home with your child on Tuesday).  

We learned a big word, “hollow”, and discussed its meaning in relation to pumpkins.  

Students also discussed what happens to a pumpkin after time.  We watched a time-

lapse video of a carved pumpkin deteriorating.  The pumpkin went from round and orange 

to crumbled up and black.  We have a small sugar pumpkin in our science area.  Students 

monitor its changes as time passes!

Creative Expression:  Kindergarteners love to create!  Students worked hard in art class 

to create butterflies and to make crayons.  In the classroom, we painted with gourds!  

Children rolled gourds in green, yellow, brown, and orange paint, and printed them on 

their papers freely.  The results were interesting, unique, and beautiful!  See these 

hanging in the hall during conferences in a few weeks.   

Love,  

Mrs. Allaire 

 

 

 

 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31: October Celebration (Students will enter our classroom web 

– as we study spiders and enjoy a day of fall fun.  Families are welcome to join us!) 

 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5: No School - Professional Day 

 THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7-8: Conferences/ Early Dismissal 

 EVERY THURSDAY: Ice Cream Day ($1.00 for an ice cream/popsicle) 

Families,  please don’t hesitate to contact me 

with any questions, concerns, or ideas!  Email me 

at jallaire@scotlandes.org. 

Upcoming Events and Important Notes 


