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APPLE HALVES & MATH:  CHILDREN MATCH APPLE HALVES WITH DOTS AND NUMERALS   

Dear families: This week, we finished 

our study of “Community” and began a 

thematic unit on “Apples”, which will be 

continued next week.     

 

Reading:  During the week, we read 

Apples, Tangled, and Bad Apple.  During 

the story, Bad Apple, we discussed 

characters and their feelings.  A 

character is a feature of a book.  

Investigating feelings of characters 

helps us make connections and builds 

our comprehension.  In reading groups, 

we read I Can Read.  This book was 

another nonfiction choice that 

featured sight words, “my”, “can”, “to”, 

and more!  Each day that we read this 

book, we became more fluent.  When we 

build our fluency, it helps us to 

comprehend the story.  Also, in our 

literacy rotations, children interacted 

in several turn-taking games.  We used 

the mystery box and pulled out objects 

with initial sounds of Nn, Ii, and Rr!  Nn 

and Rr are our new letters of the week. 

Additionally, we sorted pictures with 

those initial columns and added them to 

our literacy logs.  We played a game of 

sorting words and letters into baskets, 

too.  Our new sight word is “my”.  For 

word work, students colored bubble 

words, traced, wrote, built with cut-out 

letters, and created sentences.  

Another journal entry was “Rhyme 

Time”.  Children explored rhyme 

awareness by matching pictures that 

rhymed, like “pie” and “eye” or “bear” 

and “chair”.  At the independent table, 

students matched trees with letters on 

their trunks to apple letter tiles.  We 

are building our letter sound and letter 

identification skills! 

 

Writing:  Writer’s Workshop sure has 

been busy!  Students have been using 

the goal setting chart for writing 

independently and focusing on an area 

that is important to them (from 

stretching our words to adding end 

marks).  Writers continued writing 

about their experiences and creating 

narratives.  We focused on events and 

subjects that we truly do know about 

and have experienced.  Students 

enjoyed a mini-lesson on the difference 

between a letter and a word.  Writer’s 

use words!  When we stretch words and 

write all the sounds, we are creating 

words.  This makes it easier for people 

to read our writing! 

 

 

Awesome Apple Art 
We studied “Apples” this week.  Leland and Vivian 

created apple art by painting over an apple cut-

out then slowly peeling it off! 

 

Apple Tree Letter ID 

Zachary and Rowen are working at literacy 

rotations.  We match apple letter tiles to apple 

trees that have letters on their trunks. 
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Mathematics: Our mathematician have been working hard in math, completing 

various journal entries and engaging in new and exciting games with manipulatives!  

In our interactive math journals, students focused on one to one correspondence.  

We tap or touch as we count.  This helps us make sure we are accurate!  We used 

one to one correspondence to count apples and glue them in our journals.  Then, we 

recognized numerals and sequenced them by gluing them next to an apple, while we 

counted!  Another journal entry featured pictures of different amounts of apples.  

We, again, counted with one to one correspondence and then matched numerals to 

the correct pictures.  We sequenced the pictures and numerals in this entry!  

Wow!  Our math games included a matching game and a puzzle game.  In the 

matching game, we had apples labeled with numbers through 20 and corresponding 

cards with tens frames.  We matched the numerals to their tens frame.  With our 

puzzle game, students had halves on an apple.  One half had a number and one half 

had dots.  We counted the dots and found the missing apple halves.   

 

Social Studies:  Students discussed personal space this week.  When we have our 

personal space, we call this our “bubble”.  Miss Hebert, our school counselor, 

showed us an informative video about personal space and how to ask friends for hugs 

and handshakes before doing it.  That shows respect for our peers!  Afterwards, we 

enjoyed an activity outside blowing bubbles and giving friends their own space.  
 

Science:  Scientists were excited to examine apples this week.  We read the 

informative article “Counting Apples” from Scholastic’s Let’s Find Out magazine.    We 

thought about animals that eat apples.  Animals and people can enjoy this delicious 

fruit.  We, also, watched a video about apples on the SmartBoard.  We learned that 

there are many kinds of apples, where they grow, and how apple seeds are called “pips”.  

Afterwards, children created their own apples out of paper plates.  We 

labeled the parts, demonstrating our scientific knowledge of how things 

grow.  See these hanging in our classroom when you come in for 

conferences in a few weeks!  

Creative Expression:  Kindergarteners engaged in art projects during 

center time this week.  One project was creating an apple out of a paper 

plate.  We even made seeds, or pips, with black finger paint and our 

fingers!  We also used halved apples to create red, yellow, and green 

prints on paper.  If you look carefully, you will see a star in the center of 

each print!  Lastly, children painted over apple cut outs and slowly peeled 

off the apple.  In the center of our paint was a beautiful white apple 

shape.  Those are being sent home today!  Enjoy your artist’s beautiful 

work. 

Love,  

Mrs. Allaire 

 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11: No School – Professional Day 

 MONDAY, OCTOBER 14: No School – Columbus Day 

 THURDAY AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7-8: Conferences/ Early Dismissal 

 EVERY THURSDAY: Ice Cream Day ($1.00 for an ice cream/popsicle) 

Families,  please don’t hesitate to contact me 

with any questions, concerns, or ideas!  Email me 

at jallaire@scotlandes.org. 

Upcoming Events and Important Notes 


