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 FIRE TRUCK AND AMBULANCE VISIT: FRIENDS POSE IN FRONT OF THE AMBULANCE   

Dear families: We certainly had two 

action-packed four-day weeks!  We 

welcomed a new child to our class, had a 

visit from the volunteer fire 

department, and went on a field trip to 

Buell’s Orchard in Eastford. 

 

Reading:  During the week, some of our 

favorite books we read were Scaredy 

Cat Splat, Apples and Pumpkins, and At 

the Orchard.  In the story, Apples and 

Pumpkins, the character visits a farm 

with her family.  She sees apples, and 

has to pick them from a tree.  She 

notices that there are many types of 

apples in the orchard.  We made 

predictions about what we would see on 

our apple orchard field trip.  Did our 

predictions come true?  Ask your child!  

In reading groups, we read My School.  

This was a relatable text because we 

could compare the photographs to our 

school’s different parts.  Also, in our 

literacy rotations, children completed 

several journal entries to build 

phonemic awareness (the ability to 

hear, identify, and manipulate individual 

sounds in words).  We cut out pictures 

of objects and sorted them by their 

initial sound.  We, also, labeled pictures 

with the sounds we could hear in the 

word.  Our new sight words are “here” 

and “is”.  We reviewed them during 

both of our short weeks.  Word work 

included coloring stamping, tracing, 

rainbow writing, and reading/building 

sentences.  Another journal entry was 

“Rhyme Time”.  At the independent 

table, students completed two 

different activities.  One activity was 

alphabet sequencing, where letters 

were written on leaves and the children 

had to write the letters that came 

before, in between, or next.  Not only 

does this help us build letter 

identification, but helps us develop our 

understanding of positional words.  

Another activity was sorting apples 

with pictures on them into a basket 

with a corresponding letter sound. 

 

Writing:  This week in writing, we 

focused on decoding and encoding 

words.  We practiced blending simple 

CVC words in writing and orally.  We 

took this skill from whole group to our 

individual narratives.  Each friend 

stretched their words and wrote down 

every sound they heard.  This will help 

our readers as they look at our work! 

Alphabet Soup – Letter Sort 
These children are sorting pictures with initial 

sounds of ‘d’ or ‘s’ into soup cans.  “Seal” starts 

with s! 

 

Sight Word Building 

Students are building sight words on the mats.  

We use magnet letters to make each word. 
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Mathematics: Students continued building skills in the area of counting and cardinality!  

We, also, examined patterns and sorting.  During our last short week, students 

completed apple projects, including an apple sequencing project with patterns.  We 

organized numbers from 1-10 and then colored them with AB, ABC, or AABB patterns.  

Students practiced creating patterns with two or three colors during whole group.  It 

was interested to compare!  In our interactive math journals, students focused on the 

“I can” statement of, “I can count and match to a number.”  We are becoming experts at 

creating charts and comparing sets of objects.  Our math games included apple 

manipulatives and tens frames.  We used tiny apple erasers and large tens frames to 

build numbers 1-20.  We are also beginning to incorporate more questioning into our 

math whole group time.  We are discussing sequence of numbers and patterns we 

observe when looking at a 100 chart. 

 

Social Studies:  Our kindergarteners joined the preschoolers on a field trip into the 

community.  We learn about the different jobs on a farm and at an orchard.  We even 

got to observe the cider being bottled in an 

assembly line!  Part of our social studies 

curriculum is to explore jobs in the community 

and understand the importance of every role.  
 

Science:  During our two short weeks, students 

explored apples.  We completed a taste test of 

three different apple-flavored snacks including: 

apple jacks, applesauce, and apple juice.  

Afterwards, students created a graph to show 

our favorites.  Apple jacks won by a landslide!  

There are many different things apples 

can be turned into, like apple pie, cider, 

juice, breads, and more!  On our field 

trip we got to taste apples right off 

the tree.  We examined the different 

kinds of apples in different rows and 

we were able to observe their life cycle (as we discovered many apples that had 

fallen, ripe apples, and the seeds within).  What a great experience!

Creative Expression:  Our artists explored art during free play this week.  Children 

were excited to make varying forms of creative writing like making their own menus 

for dramatic play and building books with all sorts of interesting facts.  In art class, 

students got messy!  We used finger paint to create bright orange pumpkins. 

Love,  

Mrs. Allaire 

 

 THURDAY AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7-8: Conferences/ Early Dismissal 

 EVERY THURSDAY: Ice Cream Day ($1.00 for an ice cream/popsicle) 

Families,  please don’t hesitate to contact me 

with any questions, concerns, or ideas!  Email me 

at jallaire@scotlandes.org. 

Upcoming Events and Important Notes 


