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 FIELD TRIP FUN: STUDENTS POSE IN FRONT OF THE SCOTLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY   

Dear families: This week, we studied 

“Community”.  Who is in a community? 

We had a wonderful field trip to a 

place in our community…the public 

library!   

 

Reading:  During the week, we read 

Community Helpers, Whose Hands Are 

These?, Wind, and Me on a Map.  During 

the story, Who Hands Are These?, we 

made predictions by deciphering the 

riddles from the story.  In our morning 

messages, we continued to decipher 

clues to make predictions about who 

the community helper could be.  Making 

predictions makes us examine a story 

and builds comprehension skills.  In 

reading groups, we read Fruit Salad.  

This nonfiction book featured sight 

words, “I” and “like”.  In this story, we 

also explored how adding an ending ‘s’ to 

a word changes it.  For example, “I 

like…” versus “Mom likes…”.  We, also, 

made text-to-self connections.  In the 

book, the mom and the child make fruit 

salad together.  We discuss what we 

like to do with our mothers and family 

members!  Also, in our literacy 

rotations, we completed sound sorts 

with our learned letters.  We reached 

into the mystery box and pulled out 

objects with initial sounds of Cc, Ii, and 

Pp!  Additionally, we sorted pictures 

with those initial sounds into labeled 

cans and completed trace/cut/glue 

sorts, too.  New sight words included 

“we” and “can”.  We sang along to sight 

words songs!  Ask your child about the 

lyrics and dance moves.  Our word work 

included sight word stamping, sight 

word finds, and building words with 

playdough.  We, also, compared letters 

and words by sorting them into groups 

and creating a literacy log journal 

entry! 

 

Writing:  Our writers explored 

narratives, prompts, and field trip 

journaling!  In narrative writing, we 

continued writing about experiences 

and kept working on including 

conventions.  One prompt that we 

explored was after reading Leaf Man.  

In the story, Leaf Man blows wherever 

the wind takes him.  We created a 

chart of places that we’d like Leaf Man 

to visit and wrote down where our leaf 

people went on a sentence strip.  We 

used leaf photographs to create leaf 

characters.  Next time you visit our 

classroom, check out our beautiful 

ideas and collages! 

My House on a Map 
After a read-aloud and SmartBoard activity on 

maps, we marked our roads and homes on a map!  

All of our homes make up a piece of our 

community in Scotland. 

The Study of Wind 

Children examine the force of their “wind” as 

they blow with their mouths, straws, and tubes to 

make leaves move!  Which tool made your leaf 

move the most? 
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Mathematics: What an exciting week in mathematics.  Students enjoyed the passing of the 

20th day of school and enjoyed a sweet zero-shaped treat from Zero the Hero.  We, also, 

continued our study of “Counting and Cardinality”.  In our interactive math notebooks, we 

continued cutting and gluing pieces to meet objectives, as well as adding our own 

details/answers with pencil or crayon.  This helps develop fine motor skills while learning 

math concepts.  Our focus statements were, “I can show a number in different ways,” and, 

“I can sort into groups of the same number.”  To show a number in different way helps build 

our understanding of number decomposition and early addition.  As a whole group, the 

teacher modeled ways to make ten using two different colors of unifix cubes.  For example, 

we would show two blue cubes and eight red cubes, then show three blue cubes and seven 

red cubes…both make ten.  We can make ten in many ways!  We revisited this concept in 

small groups, building numbers 3-5 in different ways and sharing our representation with 

our peers.  Then, we made a drawing of it in our notebooks!  Also, children sorted pictures 

into groups of the same number by creating a T-

chart.  We had to explain the sorting rule!   

 

Social Studies:  Students studied community 

helpers!  During the week, children read stories and solved riddles about the roles of 

different community helpers and members.  One activity we did was to match a community 

helper with their tool.  For example, students matched firefighter with a water hose.  

Children, also, examined maps.  After reading Me on a Map, we went digital!  We explored 

Google Maps and found our streets and homes on the SmartBoard.  Then, we took a real map 

of Scotland, labeled our road and then drew a picture of our house!  Check out our maps 

hanging in the hallway.
 

Science:  Scientists examined another component 

of fall…the changes in weather!  Specifically, we 

examined the impact of wind.  Did you know there 

are different types of wind?  There can be a 

breeze, gale-force winds, and hurricane winds.  Children discussed why wind is important 

and then we explored pushing leaves with our own “wind”.  Each child was equipped with 

safety glasses, a short straw, a long straw, a cardboard tubes, and a leaf.  We blew our 

leaves with our mouths and these tools to see which would create the most powerful 

push to move of leaves.  We graphed the results as a class!  

Creative Expression:  Our creative kindergarteners explored making art with shapes!  

We used tangrams to create a new picture.   Ask your child what they created using a 

variety of shapes.  These projects were sent home on Thursday!  Students also made 

leaf people out of real leaf photographs.  We can compose a new picture out of many 

different parts. 

Love,  

Mrs. Allaire 

 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11: No School – Professional Day 

 MONDAY, OCTOBER 14: No School – Columbus Day 

 THURDAY AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7-8: Conferences/ Early Dismissal 

 EVERY THURSDAY: Ice Cream Day ($1.00 for an ice cream/popsicle) 

Families,  please don’t hesitate to contact me 

with any questions, concerns, or ideas!  Email me 

at jallaire@scotlandes.org. 

Upcoming Events and Important Notes 


