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 ORAL HYGENIST VISIT: THE SCOOP ON DENTIST VISITS, HEALTHY FOODS, AND KEEPING TEETH CLEAN   

Dear families:  Between the snow days, 

delays, and other factors…we have had 

quite an eventful week.  That being 

said, we decided to move our poetry 

slam and Valentine’s Day party to next 

Friday (2/22) to give every child the 

opportunity to enjoy.  We hope you can 

still attend!   

 

Reading:  We read all about teeth and 

Valentine’s Day during the week.  Our 

stories included Nice Try, Tooth Fairy, 

Love, Splat, Ruby Valentine Saves the 

Day, and Dr. Se Soto.  In Dr. De Soto, a 

mouse dentist examines many patients 

including a wolf with a horrible 

toothache.  This story is rich in 

vocabulary with words like, ‘miserable’, 

‘woozy’, ‘morsel’, and ‘stunned’.  We 

discussed the meaning of those words 

using group conversation, model 

sentences, and “turn and talk” (where 

students share an idea with a partner).  

We sequenced the picture cards from 

the story and retold the parts.  

Children, also, created individual story 

sequences and colored their favorite 

part!  Students read in differentiated 

reading groups, examining books: Rosie 

Likes Pink, Valentine Surprise, and 

Pancakes, Crackers, and Pizza.  DSuring 

reading groups, students explored sight 

word warm-ups and practiced letter-

sound fluency through rapid recall 

cards.  Also, we are building our ability 

to segment sounds in words and the 

skill to identify ending/beginning 

sounds.  In our literacy rotations, 

students completed journal entries.  

We cut out words with the same initial 

sound and the same ending sound and 

sorted them into groups.  Children 

described the sorting rule!  Friends 

worked with teachers to segment words 

into sounds using Elkonin boxes.  These 

are empty squares that we move pieces 

to as we hear a sound.  This week, 

children used heart gems to represent 

sounds.   

 

Writing:  Writers explored poetry this 

week.  Poetry often has rhymes!  

Children participated a shared reading 

of “Roses Are Red”.  We identified the 

rhymes and sight words, then practiced 

reading with fluency.  Later, we filled in 

the blanks to this poem using our own 

words.  As a class we created word 

walls with pictures and used them to 

create our own poems.  We are so 

excited to have our poetry slam next 

week! 
 

Retelling Dr. Se Soto 
Rylee and Charlie are cutting and sequencing 

story pieces from Dr. De Soto.  We can retell a 

story using the pictures as clues. 

Working with Letter Sounds 

During literacy rotations, Liam and Sierra create 

their own Elkonin boxes.  This tool builds 

phonological awareness skills by breaking words 

apart into individual sounds, or phonemes!  They 

push heart gems into a box as they hear each 

sound in a word.  We “love” working with sounds!
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Mathematics:  Children are still exploring teen numbers and operations in base 

ten.  Friends completed math centers, many of which helped us explore teen 

numbers through the valentine theme.  We counted heart gems in tens frames!  

We also counted candies and wrote the teen number in dry-erase marker.  

Other centers included number writing, rolling place value dice (giant cubes 

with tens sticks and ones cubes), and spin and cover the heart game (spin to an 

equation, like 7+10, then cover the sum written in a heart).  Students completed 

a math journal entry where we cut out heart shaped mugs and placed them in a 

number chart up to 20 (see Joshua’s picture to the left).  We can sequence 

numerals through 20!  Another teacher-led group was to complete a book called 

Counting Teen Numbers, which featured our sight word “see” and blanks spaces 

for us to write numbers.  We had to count each heart, card, candy, or “love” 

object to determine what number to write in the space.  We are becoming very 

knowledgeable about teen numbers! 

 

Social Studies & Science:  During the month of February students explore 

teeth.  It is wonderful timing, as many students are enjoying sweet treats from 

Valentine’s Day.  On Monday, we had a visitor from the dentist’s office.  The 

oral hygienist shared many important facts and healthy practices with us.  

First, she explained what a dentist does.  Many children shared that they have 

been to the dentist before.  She also showed us real x-rays!  Did you know between 5 and 6 year 

old, children usually get their first teeth x-rays?  Neat!  

Students read an issue of Let’s Find Out, “I Have a Wiggly 

Tooth”, which was all about losing teeth.  Do animals lose 

teeth, too?  They sure do!  Ask your child which animals can 

lose their teeth.  On Freaky Science Friday, we began a two-

week long investigation on effects of soda on teeth.  We will 

compare the effects of soda on a white pom-pom and the 

effects of water on a white pom-pom.  What are your 

predictions? 
 

Creative Expression:  Love is in the air and in our crafts!  

Friends created heart people in art with bouncy, folded arms 

and legs.  We also created a class bulletin board about what 

love means to each of us.  Lastly, we made Valentine bags to 

store our goodies for our party next week! 

Love,  

Mrs. Allaire 

 

 

 

 As weather gets cold and snow falls, please pack snow clothes, mittens, and 

hats for your child! 

 EVERY THURSDAY: Ice Cream Day! ($0.75 for an ice cream at lunch time) 

 FEBRUARY 18-19: NO SCHOOL 

 FEBRUARY 22 at 1:30: Valentine’s Day and Poetry Slam Party (Please come!) 

 MARCH 14 and 15: Conferences (I will schedule sibling conferences with 

the other teachers) 

Families,  please don’t hesitate to contact me with 

any questions, concerns, or ideas!  Email me at 

jallaire@scotlandes.org. 

Important Information and Events 


