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 HAPPY VALENTIN’ES DAY: CHILDREN WEAR RED FOR A SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY   

Dear families:  What an exciting week!  

We celebrated Valentine’s Day and 100 

Day with our friends.  It is so amazing 

to see the kindness and though each 

child put into their Valentine’s cards.  I 

hope everyone has a safe and healthy 

long weekend! 

 

Reading:  This, we had more literacy 

super visitors.  Captain O and Super U 

(along with their sidekicks, dog and 

duck) came to visit and teach us about 

short vowel sounds.  We added tour 

anchor chart collection with CVC words 

that had O and U vowel sounds.  Again, 

in our Vowel Bootcamp Journals, we 

illustrated and wrote CVC words 

featuring those sounds.  In literacy 

centers, children continued to practice 

writing CVC words based on a picture.  

Our word work included some Valentine 

‘o’ and ‘u’ creations.  We enjoyed read-

alouds, too, including Miss Bindergarten 

Celebrates the 100th Day of 

Kindergarten, Slugs in Love, Love 

Monster, and Bear’s Loose Tooth.  

After reading Slugs in Love, students 

compared the characters, Herbie and 

Marylou.  We thought that Herbie was 

happy and we thought Marylou was a 

good poet.  We agreed that they were 

both in love!  Students read in 

differentiated groups.  Our selection 

included One for You and One for Me, 

At Work, and Japer’s Birthday Party.  

As our books become increasingly 

difficult, we are reminded to track our 

words and not just guess based on the 

pattern.  Our text is now less 

predictable and we have to focus on 

using our reading strategies more and 

more.  Our sight words were “for” and 

“and”.  Students read fluency passages 

featuring these words, while also 

tracing, building, and writing them too. 

We danced and sang to the sight word 

songs, reinforcing our learning! 

 

Writing:  During the week, we 

continued to use our Writer’s 

Workshop time to edit and complete 

teaching/information books.  We sure 

have compiled quite the collection of 

stories!  Students, also, enjoyed a 

Valentine’s Day craft and writing 

prompt after reading Love Monster.  

Students used the starter sentence, 

“I’m a love monster and I love…” to 

create thoughtful writing pieces.  Many 

students wrote about their families.  

We even crafted our own love monsters 

to hold up our beautiful writing.  See 

them hanging in our classroom! 

 

Swattin’ Love Bugs 
Friends decorate their Valentine’s Day treat 

bags.  We used red, pink, and purple paints with 

fly swatters to make a splatter print. 

 

Making Glasses with 100 White Hairs 

Children had a STEM challenge.  We had to build 

glasses with 100 white hairs (pipe cleaners).  How 

did you make your glasses?
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Mathematics:  In mathematics, we continue to work on our teen numbers and base-

10 unit.  Students integrated writing, reading, and math in our activities.  Children 

read Counting Teen Numbers with Valentine ’s Day pictures inside.  We had to 

count how many shapes were on each page and fill in the blank.  Then, we traced 

the Valentine’s Day word, too.  We counted all of the way to 20 and wrote all of 

those numerals.  Of course, our 100 Day party led to fantastic mathematical 

exploration.  Students shared their 100 items from their bags.  Even though the 

bags were the same size and filled with 100 things each, some had different 

capacities and weights.  We used a balance to compare items, “What is heavier 

than Mrs. Allaire’s 100 paperclips?”  Then, we created a chart of ‘lighter’, ‘equal’, 

and ‘heavier’ items.  Only one friend’s bag was equal to the 100 paperclips! 

 

Social Studies & Science:  During our Valentine exploration, friends discussed 

ways we can be kind.  Creating cards or poems for a friend shows them you 

care…just like the characters in Slugs in Love.  We thought about who we 

could write notes for, to show that we care.  Friends are taking home their 

Let’s Find Out magazines that highlight “animals with heart”.  Did you know 

some animals have heart patterns in their feathers or fur?  Read to find out 

which animals have heart designs? 
 

Creative Expression:  In art class, students explored the Olympics.  Each 

friend created a paper bag puppet of “Soohorang,” the New Mascot for 

PyeongChang 2018.  We are embracing the Olympic events as a school community!  

Students, also, created their Valentine’s Day bags in a silly, messy way.  Students 

squirted blobs of paint, pretending they were “love bugs”, then 

we used fly-swatters to splash the paint in a unique, abstract 

way.  Our bags were colorful and speckled!  Friends made ‘love 

bugs’ with pipe cleaners, coffee filters, and water colors.  Those 

will fly home today with each child! 

 

Love,  

Mrs. Allaire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As weather gets cold and snow falls, please pack snow clothes, mittens, and hats 

for your child! 

 EVERY THURSDAY: Ice Cream Day! ($0.75 for an ice cream at lunch time) 

 FEBRUARY 19 and 20: No School – Winter Recess 

 MARCH 1 and 2: Family Conferences 

Families,  please don’t hesitate to 

contact me with any questions, 

concerns, or ideas!  Email me at 

jallaire@scotlandes.org. 

Important Information and Events 


