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December 11th, 2017 
We enjoyed another week filled with gingerbread- 

themed activities that relate to the CT Early 

Learning Standards. Some of our read-alouds 

included The Gingerbread Baby  and two 

additional traditional Gingerbread Man stories. 

We compared the characters and events in each 

one. In The Gingerbread Baby, for example, the 

cookie doesn’t get eaten--instead, he gets a 

special gingerbread house in which to live! 

Students then decorated and fingerpainted their 

own gingerbread houses on paper. 

 

Students enjoyed selling pretend candy canes and 

gingerbread cookies to all passersby in our Sweet 

Shop. We decorated our giant paper gingerbread 

people for display, and ended our week by 

decorating and eating a giant gingerbread cookie! 

 

Our letter of the week was “Q”--easy to write, 

tricky to learn phonetically, and even harder to 

find examples of in print! However, students 

enjoyed painting Qs with Q tips, and listening to 

several Q songs before practicing writing them on 

paper. 

 

Our science and math activities related to our 

Amaryllis plant, which is ready to burst into bloom 

just in time to welcome Mrs. Sweat back!! 

Students have enjoyed measuring its growth and 

observing the bud formation. We also learned 

some more about bears and measured ourselves 

and some objects in the room with bear footprint 

cut-outs!!  

 

With Mrs. Sweat’s return today, I will be 

transitioning out of the classroom. I’ll be here 

today, Wednesday, and Friday of this week. It has 

been a great pleasure to serve as your 

preschooler’s teacher over the past few months. 

The classes have made wonderful growth and I’ve 

enjoyed getting to know each and every student. 

Thank you all for your support and participation in 

your child’s education. I will miss everyone, but I 

hope to come back and visit!   --Mrs. Hand  

         Activities To Try At Home: 

 

Students are enjoying talking about their own 

family holiday traditions during class. Here 

are some things to try at home: 

--Find a family photo album and discuss any 

holiday pictures together. Who is in each 

picture? What are they doing? How many 

people are in each one? Who is older? 

Younger? How many boys and girls? How many 

men and women?  

 

--Chant this fingerplay:  

Some families are large, (spread arms out wide) 

Some families are small (bring arms close together) 

But I love my family (cross arms over chest) best of 

all!-- 
Try the playdough recipe included in this 

newsletter to roll out some pretend 

gingerbread cookies!.  Very easy and 

inexpensive! Students love it! 

                   Reminders: 

*Please make sure that your child has a hat 

and mittens every day, and snowpants and 

boots if there is snow on the ground. We go 

outside daily for up to 30 min. as long as it is 

22 degrees and above. Thank you! 

 

Winter Concert, Dec. 20th, 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

 

Early Dismissal, Fri., Dec. 22nd 

 

Winter Vacation, Dec. 25th--Jan. 1st 

 

School Resumes, Tue., Jan. 2nd 

 

Please check out the SES website at 
scotlandelementaryct.com for more photos of 
our class activities! Go to Teachers/PreK-3 for 
links to newsletters and color photos.  
   

                               



 
(From tammysrecipes.com) 
 
Basic Homemade Play Dough (makes 2 cups) takes 5-10 minutes to mix up and 5 minutes to heat. 
A large stew or soup pot works well. 

1 cup all-purpose flour (sift if lumpy)  

1/2 cup salt  

2 teaspoons cream of tartar  

1 cup water or cooled herbal tea 

1 1/2 tablespoons oil (vegetable or canola)  

Food coloring, as desired (or use unsweetened Kool Aid mix). Can also add spices like cinnamon or 
nutmeg, etc. 

Directions: 

1. In a 2-quart sauce pan, whisk together the flour, salt and cream of tartar. Add the water and oil 
and whisk until smooth. Add desired food coloring. (Keep in mind that the color will get slightly 
darker after it’s heated. Also, I find that adding powdered Kool Aid to the water first is easier.) 

2. Place pan over low heat and cook and stir until it thickens and forms a ball (about 5 minutes for a 
single recipe). When it's impossible to stir and looks like a big sticky lump, it's done! :)  (Make sure 
all liquid is absorbed before removing from heat.)   

3. Turn out onto the counter or a mat, scraping pan clean with a spatula. Knead the warm dough a 
couple times, and place in a loosely-covered container to cool. (Or, let the kids play with it right 
away!) Store in a sealed container or ziplock bag when not in use. 
 

● The pot will clean up easily after a quick soak in soapy water.  
● Please note that due to the high salt content, care must be taken to keep play dough away from 

pets. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


