
       September 5, 2017 

 

Dear Families, 

 

  Here is your classroom update.  I hope that you find it useful.  Please give 

feedback so that I can make it more useful in the future. You are always welcome to 

reach out to me on email: mbakken@scotlandes.org. and/or through our classroom 

Remind App.  I’ll respond as quickly as possible.   Every child in this classroom did 
an amazing job during their first (tiny) week of third grade.  Your children 
are kind and are all doing their very best work!   

 

Here are the academic highlights. We’ll continue reading Charlotte’s Web by E. 

B. White and focusing this week on character description, setting description, character 

traits and evidence from the text, and point of view. We’ll be reading chapters 3, 4, 5, 

and 6 this week.   Students will also take a few pretests in reading this week.   

 

In science, students are working on a STEM (science, technology, engineering, 

and mathematics) mission in small groups.  Ask your child about it!  

 

In writing, students will learn about and try their hand at writing a How To.  We’ll 

be sure to include steps in order using words like first, next, and finally.   

 

Students will take another math pretest and will continue learning about, 

calculating, and illustrating multiplication involving 2, 3, and 4, and 5. I am sending 

home your child’s first multiplication test (10 minutes, 65 questions).  This test score will 

not be counted in your child’s grade.  We will take a similar test every month, and look 

for improved scores.  Beginning in December, the scores on this timed multiplication 

test will be counted in the math grades. 

 

Be sure to ask your student about each of these areas of academic focus.  There 

will not be homework or spelling words this week, although your child is encouraged to 

do independent reading (about 20 minutes an evening) and to write in their Writer’s 

Notebook (directions are on the website for each of these activities). 

 

 Together we can make this a positive academic year for your child - thanks for 

your support! 

     Sincerely, 

     Meg Bakken 
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