
Third Grade Newsletter 

September 25, 2017 

Dear Families, 

Here is your classroom update: 

Reading:  We’ll think about and read some poetry this week.  We’ll be focusing 

on imagery, mood, point of view, and message.  Students will try writing and illustrating 

their own poetry, hopefully becoming inspired by what we’ve read.  We plan to do our 

third Scholastic News this week too.  Students will continue to learn about nonfiction 

text features to help them understand what they are reading.  They’ll also work on 

figuring out word meaning from context, author’s purpose, and on supporting answers 

using evidence from the text when reading this newspaper.  

Spelling: This we will have a pre-test on Monday and a spelling test on Friday.  

This week we are working on plurals (-ed, -ing, -er, and -est).  The word list is on the 

back of this sheet, and is on the school’s website. Spelling test on Friday. 

Science: We are continuing to work with our school’s new science program.  Our 

unit is about weather.  We have been learning the information in this chapter together.  

This week we will continue observing and recording the actual weather using a rain 

gauge, a barometer, and a thermometer.  We’ll be observing wind direction also. Your 

family is welcome to continue to observe weather at home, an optional weather 

observation sheet is being sent home tonight.  I understand that you may not have all of 

the measurement devices that we have at school, just leave those columns blank.  

Certainly cloud and wind observations can easily be made without special tools.  You 

could “make” a rain gauge by drawing cm measures in permanent marker on a cup if 

you wish.  

Writing: Students are “publishing” their HOW TO writing using technology with 

support from Mrs. Lowney.  Students are currently doing some “choice” writing (ask 

your child what he or she has chosen to write) and soon our class will begin writing 

memoirs.  We’re reading many examples of memoirs (focusing on topics and styles) 

before we choose our own memoir topic and style. 

Math: In math this week we’ll continue to work on solving multiplication and 

division problems, and on relating multiplication to rectangular arrays.  Math homework 

practice will be given M, Tu, W, and Th. 

Be sure to ask your student about each of these areas of academic focus.  Your 

child is encouraged to do independent reading (about 20 minutes an evening) and to 

write in their Writer’s Notebook (directions are on the website for each of these 

activities).  Thank-you for your support. 

     Sincerely, 

     Meg Bakken 

 

Spelling List - Test scheduled for Friday, September 29, 2017 



using 

getting 

easiest 

swimming 

heavier 

greatest 

pleased 

emptied 

leaving 

worried 

strangest 

freezing 

funniest 

angrier 

shopped 

 

 

Optional Bonus Words 

included 

occurred 

supplying 

scarier 

happiest 

college 

dimes 

downtown 

fined 

nickels 

quarters 

rich 

 


