
       September 11, 2017 

 

Dear Families, 

 

  Here is your classroom update.  I hope that you find it useful.  Please give 

feedback so that I can make it more useful in the future. You are always welcome to 

reach out to me on email: mbakken@scotlandes.org. and/or through our classroom 

Remind App.  I’ll respond as quickly as possible.   

Here are the academic highlights. We’ll continue reading Charlotte’s Web by E. 

B. White and focusing this week on character description, other description, character 

traits and evidence from the text. We’ll be reading chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 this 

week.   Students will continue to be taking pretests in reading this week. We plan to do 

our first Scholastic News this week too.  Students will be learning about nonfiction text 

features to help them understand what they are reading.  They’ll also work on cause 

and effect when reading this newspaper.  

In science, students have begun using our new program!  Our first unit is 

weather.  So far, we’ve taken the pretest and have been using the online version of the 

book to learn new concepts.  We’ve learned about different kinds of weather, and the 

difference between weather and what weather causes.  We’ll work more on this unit this 

week.  Students are also finishing up their first STEM project.  We’ve learned a lot but 

haven’t yet become successful dam builders. 

In writing, students are working on their first How To.  We’ll be sure to include 

steps in order using words like first, next, and finally.  Just choosing topics has proven 

to be quite a challenge. 

We’re continuing to multiply in math.  We’ve learned about equal groups and 

repeated addition.  This week we’ll try solving multiplication word problems.  Students 

will have related math homework on Monday, *,  Wednesday, and Thursday.   

We will begin spelling instruction this week.  The words are on the back of this 

sheet.  The bonus words are optional.  If your child did very well on the pretest, they are 

strongly encouraged to study those words.  The test will be on Friday. 

Be sure to ask your student about each of these areas of academic focus.  Your 

child is encouraged to do independent reading (about 20 minutes an evening) and to 

write in their Writer’s Notebook (directions are on the website for each of these 

activities).  Together we can make this a positive academic year for your child - thanks 

for your support! 

     Sincerely, 

     Meg Bakken 

 

P.S.  Hope to see you at Open House on  *Tuesday! 

Spelling List 

mailto:mbakken@scotlandes.org


Spelling Test Scheduled for Friday, September 15, 2017 

happen 

lettuce 

basket 

winter 

sister 

monster 

supper 

subject 

lesson 

spelling 

napkin 

collar 

traffic 

suggest 

puppet 

 

Optional Bonus Words 

skillet 

picnic 

planet 

system 

pumpkin 

boom 

business 

coins 

fetched 

laundry 

mending 

pick 

skillet 

spell 


